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From 1982, Veta la Palma has 
pioneered the integration of 
synergistic business practices

aquaculture + agriculture + 
organic livestock

with the creation of a near-natural 
artificially managed wetland, 
gaining in productivity and 
economic profit while enhancing 
ecosystem values.



At present, Veta la Palma , owned by 
Pesquerías Isla Mayor, S.A ., 
extends across 11,300 hectares in 
the heart of a large protected area 
called Donana Nature Site (that 
includes Donana National Park ), 
which is a Ramsar Wetland
(Important Bird Area) and a Reserve 
of the Biosphere.



Close-to-nature fish farming practices

The complex and careful water management 
system applied in Veta la Palma , together with 
new achievements in the culture techniques, have 
allowed to create a unique large-scale aquaculture 
facility consisting on 45 rectangular 70-hectare 
ponds that cover some 3,200 hectares of floodable 
terrain artificially innundated with first-rate water 
from the Guadalquivir River estuary. The farm 
breeds a large variety of species that are typical of 
the estuary: sea-bass, sea-bream (Sparus aurata), 
meagre (Argyrosomus regius), sole fish (Solea
solea, S. senegalensis), shrimp (Palaemonetes
varians), eel (Anguilla anguilla) and mullets (Mugil
cephalus, Liza ramada).

Fish feed on natural nutrients consisting of 
microalgae and shrimps, that are produced in the 
water pumped daily from the river. Ocassionally, 
we use a food supplement developed by our own 
biologists and provided by trusted suppliers. 



Agriculture and organic livestock

There are 4,000 hectares located in the 
Northern area of the farm, with paddy 
fields and natural marshland pastures 
(e.g. the highly nutritious Saltwort 
Salicornia), where livestock is managed 
extensively to produce a low-cholesterol 
and superb-quality organic meat.

Paddy fields cover 1,000 hectares and 
yield more than 7,000 kilogrames per 
hectare and year. Veta la Palma rice is 
entirely destined for the Baby food 
industry, and is cultivated using the most 
advanced technology in crop treatment, in 
order to accomplish highest standards of 
quality and safety.



Research + Development

We are constantly commited to diversify our top-
quality aquaculture products with new challenges on 
R&D: 

• Sole-fish and sturgeon breeding.
• Cold-cuts-from-the-Sea (Ibéricos del Mar) made from 
Veta la Palma mullets, without cholesterol and rich in 
Omega 3.
• Massive microalgae culture.

In addition, a large hatchery/nursery is operating with 
the goal of producing our own stock of juvenile fish, 
using new experimental diets based on the farm� s
natural resources (microalgae, shrimps, etc.). This 
facility is equipped with a sophisticated technology 
including powerful mechanical and biofiltration
systems. Thirty two independent operating water 
circuits allow us to work with different species and a 
range of salinity values in water. A multidisciplinary 
Consortium formed by Andalusian companies has 
collaborated in its design and construction, using own 
technology.



Energy Efficiency

With the objective of being self 
sufficient energetically, the farm 
has made a great economic effort 
to modernize and improve its 
facilities, such as the recent 
automation of the pumping station 
or the new thermo-solar power 
plant proyect.

The energy requirements of the 
aquaculture acivity are now 50% 
less than two years ago.



All standards and guidelines of production 
operations at the farm are based on the 
International Standards UNE-EN ISO 
9001:2008, UNE-ENE ISO 14001:2004, and UE 
Reglament Nº 761:2001 (EMAS), and are yearly 
overseen by Quality Management Audits. 

Veta la Palma is certified by IQNet
Association (represented in Europe by 
AENOR), which provides a global recognition 
and facilitates world-wide market acces.

In Veta la Palma we emphasize not in a high 
production but in the quality of our products. We 
are able to guarantee absolute traceability, 
freshness and service for our fish and meat, 
offering final customers (which include 
internationally recognised leading Chefs) 
products which have helped to make our 
company a reference point of high quality.



What does 
SUSTAINABILITY PLUS
mean at Veta la Palma ?



Social welfare

The farm provides direct income to 
100 people from surrounding 
villages, also generating many 
other non-direct employees. 

Along with the application of 
innovative farming practices, Veta
la Palma is committed to the task 
of preserving traditional fishing 
methods that have been employed 
during centuries by the people 
living around the Guadalquivir
estuary area.



Economic profit

Annual fish production is 
about 1,500 tons, marketed 
primarily to gourmet food 
shops and high quality food 
distributors in European 
countries and the United 
States. 

Business profitability is 
essential to generate an 
environmental outcome and 
social welfare. 



Environmental concern

Since the beginning, we have invested 
important material and human resources to 
further improve Veta la Palma ecology, through 
different initiatives: 

• A 300-hectare Bird Sanctuary and a 500-
hectare Biological Research Area have been 
established in two areas of the farm, that 
includes natural shallow lagoons and high 
marsh vegetation.

• More than a 100 islands and walls have 
been built within fish farming ponds to serve as 
bird refuges and nesting sites for waterfowls.

• Total 150 km of pond shores and 
embankments have undergone extensive 
revegetation.



From nature protection to nature 
improvement: our PLUS to 
sustainability

More than using the land in order to 
conserve, our aquaculture operation 
is managed to create new 
ecological values and improve 
nature.

USE TO CONSERVE ���� USE 
TO IMPROVE



Shortly after aquaculture started, bird 
population using the farm reached about 
60,000. At present , more tan 250 species 
of birds can currently be recorded in Veta la 
Palma, almost 50 of them considered 
endangered or critically endangered (as 
osprey Pandion haliaetus; white-headed 
duck Oxyura leucocephala; red-knobbed 
coot Fulica cristata; and marbled teal 
Marmaronetta angustirostris).

Total bird population size reach maximum 
figures between August and October. 
Census data by the Donana Biological 
Station recorded a total of 600,000 birds in 
Veta la Palma in October, 2002, which 
represented 80% of all birds of Donana
Nature Site by that time.



The aquaculture production 
methodologies applied in Veta la Palma
are included in what the Directorate-
General for Fisheries and Maritime 
Affairs , European Commission , has 
named aqua-environmental measures. 

As defined in the European Fisheries 
Fund (EFF), aqua-environmental 
measures aim to promote aquaculture 
techniques which help to protect and 
improve the environment and to 
conserve nature. Such technologies 
have to be ecologically efficient and 
respectful, under hardest environmental 
exigencies within the framework of 
NATURA 2000.



Veta la Palma is proud to count on a wide 
international recognition for its creative and 
leading approach to sustainability. The farm 
has the recognition and support of a number 
of international institutions such as WWF, 
the Royal Society for the Protection of 
Birds and Wildlife Trust , Euroduck
Internacional , the European Landowners 
Organization , or the Spanish MAB (Man 
and Biosphere ) Committee (UNESCO).

Our multiple contributions to nature 
enhancement have allowed to include the 
farm between the 61 most important private-
ruled sites of Europe regarding landscape 
diversity, habitat, land use, and 
management policies applied to balance the 
environmental, economic and community 
needs.



Our future bet is to keep representing a 
compromise between the economical 
development and the environmental 
health of our home area, under the 
guiding principle that is more profitable to 
work with, rather than against, nature. 

And we still have a long way to go...

“Nature, to be commanded, must 
be obeyed”

Francis Bacon, Novum Organum 1620


